Jesus had a unique way of telling stories that would capture the human attention, and focus it on the
issue at hand. Here we find Him addressing the issue of forgiveness.
“The kingdom of God is like a king who decided to square accounts with his servants. As he got under
way, one servant was brought before him who had run up a debt of a hundred thousand dollars. He
couldn’t pay up, so the king ordered the man, along with his wife, children, and goods, to be auctioned
off at the slave market.
“The poor wretch threw himself at the king’s feet and begged, ‘Give me a chance and I’ll pay it all
back.’ Touched by his plea, the king let him off, erasing the debt.
“The servant was no sooner out of the room when he came upon one of his fellow servants who owed
him ten dollars. He seized him by the throat and demanded, ‘Pay up. Now!’
“The poor wretch threw himself down and begged, ‘Give me a chance and I’ll pay it all back.’ But he
wouldn’t do it. He had him arrested and put in jail until the debt was paid. When the other servants saw
this going on, they were outraged and brought a detailed report to the king.
“The king summoned the man and said, ‘You evil servant! I forgave your entire debt when you begged
me for mercy. Shouldn’t you be compelled to be merciful to your fellow servant who asked for mercy?’
The king was furious and put the screws to the man until he paid back his entire debt.”

What about the above story irritates you? Why?

If you were a witness to this, what would your reaction be?

The above story comes straight from the pages of the Bible. It is a parable. A completely fictional
story told by Jesus to illustrate a life point. Often times we find ourselves in these parables.
If you were to identify with one of these characters, who might you be? How would you compare
yourself?

Which character do you believe represents God? In What ways?

In what way have you been forgiven a debt that you could not repay?

How should that affect your view of God? Of your fellow human beings?

Jesus tells this story in response to a question posed by one of his followers.
Matthew 18:21-22
At that point Peter got up the nerve to ask, “Master, how many times do I forgive a brother or sister
who hurts me? Seven?”
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Have you ever had anyone wrong you in the same way seven times? What was it? How did you
feel?

Would it be hard or easy for you to forgive them seven times? Why?

Was Jesus impressed with Peter’s generous offer? Why do you say that?

What do you think Peter’s response would have been to Jesus’ suggestion to forgive someone
490 times (7 X 70)?

How many times have you let God down in one particular area? What is the area? How do you
respond?

Does it bring you comfort to know that he has commanded us to forgive so generously? Why?

Forgiveness
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Begin your group time by making a list of things that only God can do.

Now make a list of those things that God does that we also can do.

Did forgiveness make that list? You’ve heard the old expression: “To forgive is Divine.” What is
meant by that expression?

Are there times when forgiveness is NOT the right thing to do?

Do you believe that there is a difference between forgiving someone for the way they’ve treated
you, and disassociating yourself from that person?

How do you draw that distinction?

In Christianity, we find our basis for forgiveness in the character and makeup of God. We forgive
because God first forgave us. Our forgiveness though did not come without a price. God did not
merely pass over our wrongdoing. He made sure that justice was served. He dealt with our offenses
by sending Jesus Christ into the world. By Christ living the life no man or woman could live (a life of
perfection), he became the only person that didn’t need forgiveness from God. And he became a
perfect substitute for the human race. God is now able to forgive us, because our sins have been
dealt with by Christ’s death on the cross.
Christians have a ritual that we have participated in for the past 2000 years to commemorate the death
of Christ. You are invited as a group to participate in this practice.
Communion
The Bread
Reading of the selected Bible passage (Isaiah 53:3-6)
Offer a prayer of praise to God
Break the bread and pass the elements
Read 1 Corinthians 11:24
Take the elements
The Wine
Reading of the selected Bible passage (Matthew 27:33-42)
Offer a prayer of gratitude to God
Pass the cup
Read 1 Corinthians 11:25
Drink the elements
The Affirmation
Reading of the selected Bible passage (Mark 15:33-39)
Pray together in a group as though you were in conversation with God and one another

Is there something in your life that you need to seek forgiveness from God for?

Is there someone in your life that God is asking you to forgive? A friend… a parent… a spouse?
What is the issue? Ask the group to hold you accountable to handle it this week.

Is there someone in your life who you need to go to and ask them to forgive you?

